Genetic polymorphism in populations of Akodon rodents.
By means of starch gel electrophoresis, 16-20 loci coding for enzymes and hemoglobin have been investigated in six population samples of Akodon dolores, captured in a single site of the Córdoba province (Argentina) during a 3-year period and in three samples of an Akodon azarae population. Proportion of polymorphic loci (P) ranged from 0.278 to 0.389 in A. dolores and from 0.166 to 0.300 in A. azarae. Mean heterozygosity (H) ranged from 0.138 to 0.192 in A. dolores and from 0.099 to 0.118 in A. azarae. These values are very high compared with those reported for northern hemisphere rodent populations. The high value is remarkable since the loci sample is biased towards the less variable (group I) enzymes.